PREFACE

people. "Stone walls do not a prison make/*
because the human mind can get beyond
them. But thick-shelled words do make a
prison. They are something that the human
mind can not penetrate. A man whose skill
is in his hands can puddle a two hundred-
pound ball of iron. A man whose skill is on
his tongue can juggle four-syllable words.
But that iron puddler could not savvy four-
syllable words any more than the word jug-
gler could puddle a heat of iron. The brain
worker who talks to the hand worker in a
special jargon the latter can not understand
has built an iron wall between the worker's
mind and his mind. To tear down that wall
and make America one nation with one
language is one of the tasks of the new
education.

If big words cause misunderstandings, why
not let them go? When the stork in the fable
invited the fox to supper he served the bean
'soup in a long-necked vase. The stork had a
beak that reached down the neck of the vase
and drank the soup with ease. The fox had
a short muzzle and couldn't get it. The trick
made him mad and he bit the stork's head off.
Why should the brain worker invite thelled
